
1968/11 /11 



( 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 




-.- 10:10 AM -- Monday, 

November 11, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the account of Bill Bundy's 
talk with Bui Diem after the latter had 
talked with Dirksen and Thieu. 
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1. Ambassador Bui Diem called on Bundy at 10:00 a.m. November 10 

to inform him that he had spoken by phone with President Thieu 

at approximately 2:00 p.m. Saigon time (1:00 a.m. Washington 

time). According to Diem purpose of call was to convey to his 

President substance of message which he (Diem) had received 

high-ranking 

during course of November 9 from/spokesman for President-elect 
Nixon: that there was bipartisan agreement that no coalition 
government would be imposed on Viet-Nam and NLF would be not 
given status as a separate entity in Paris. At same time, 

Bui Diem had been cautioned that Congressional and public opinion 
in US did not understand Saigon's refusal to go to Paris and as 


consequence negative reaction was building which could create 
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(difficulties if Paris talks were delayed indefinitely due to continuing 
GVN refusal to participate. 

2. President Thieu, according to Diem, was pleased to receive this 
information because he is principally concerned about obtaining specific 
assurances that there will be no coalition government and that NLF 
would not be treated as a separate entity in Paris. 

3. Bundy informed Diem that Ambassador Bunker was in possession of a 
draft statement and would be presenting it to GVN which would appear 


to meet President Thieu*s two points. 


4. Bui Diem expressed gratification that there now seemed to be way 
of moving out of present impasse. He said that he came away from his 
conversation with President Thieu convinced that latter was most eager 
to move off present dead center. He said that President Thieu had 
emphasized that this was a matter of principle and there was no 
intention on the part of Saigon to sabotage Paris talks. 
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